PARENT COUNCIL MEETING

GALASHIELS ACADEMY

Wednesday, 16th November 2011 at 6.30 pm
Present: - K McKay, G Allison, R Angus, L Robinson, Cllr Aitchison, P Touw, L Thomson, Tracey Hutchison, R Fairburn, H Taylor, Cllr Lackenby, M Learmonth, H Wilson
Apologies – R Orr
In attendance: N Bertham
R Orr has intimated his resignation from the Parent Council and thus resigning from the post of Vice Chairman.
1.
Minutes of previous meeting

Proposed – L Robinson
Seconded – G Allison
2.
Matters Arising

Matters arising are covered on tonight’s agenda.
3.
Headteacher’s Report
K McKay provided the Council with a copy of the Head Teacher’s Report before the meeting.  This will enable any questions or queries to be raised at the meeting.
Matters arising from the Headteacher’s Report: -

· There has not been a schools newsletter for a while.  This could be promoted more.

· More recognition for pupils out of school achievements.  There is an awards ceremony that takes these things into account.

· Senior Dance after dance was discussed.  This will be reviewed in the first meeting in the New Year.

· School Hockey (Saturday games etc).  At the moment there are 16 – 18 parents on the rota to help with Saturday morning hockey.  It was suggested that having a more permanent consistent member would be beneficial.

4.
Feedback on Consultation of School Day
A decision has still to be made regarding this.  The consultation information is currently “being reviewed” and will be extended until next November.  It was felt that the consultation period was not long enough for a majority return from parents, staff etc.

5.
Arts – subjects at school
This was covered within the Headteachers report and discussed there with regard to more celebration for those pupils who contribute musically to the school.
6.
Duke of Edinburgh Award
L Robinson would like better communication with regard to Duke of Edinburgh Award scheme.
7.
Senior Dance/After Dance
Discussions regarding the Senior Dance and the after dance party.  KMcK took the council through the preparatory steps taken for this years Senior Dance.
PC Huntley Wells has been working with Senior Students and parents re any after dance party.

8.
Correspondence
None.
7. Date of next meeting
Wednesday, 18th January 2012 at 6.30 pm

8.
AOCB
Fund raising – G Allison met with Pupil Council and they will reply to him at their next meeting in November.
G Allison would like to move forward with the fund raising for the Parent Council and to decide a definite date for the Duck Race and organise promotion for the event.  G Allison is confident that the Pupil Council will come back with some positive ideas.

G Allison would like to contact the Chairs of all feeder school Parent Councils.  Some members of our own Council will be able to provide some details of these.

L Robinson agreed to take on the position of Vice Chair of the Parent Council.

